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Short Course II: "Integrating Addiction Medicine with Treatment Courts Course" 

Instructors: Debra Newman, PA-C, MPAS, MPH, Lead Provider for Outpatient SUD 

Services, Encompass Community Services, Steve Hanson, M.S. Ed., Senior 

Treatment Consultant for All Rise/Treatment Court Institute, and Megan 

Wheeler, MS, Director of Standards and Conference Programming, All Rise 

This 4-hour, live course provides the education needed for prescribing clinicians to 

strengthen skills in partnering with treatment court and advocating for patients who 

are involved in treatment court. The course will include didactic presentations, small 

group discussions, FAQs, and challenging case studies. 

ASAM is partnering with All Rise through an Office of National Drug Control Policy 

(ONDCP) grant initiative to allow medical providers active with and new to the drug 

treatment court field access to training to help guide them in successful integration of 

services for individuals with substance use disorders involved in the justice system. 

The target audience for this introductory level activity includes physicians, physician 

assistants, and nurse practitioners who practice addiction medicine and interact with 

treatment courts and other aspects of the justice system. 

This activity addresses the following ACGME Competencies: Patient Care, Medical 

Based Knowledge, Practice Based Learning, Interpersonal and communication Skills, 

Professionalism and Systems-based Practice. 

5:00pm - 6:00pm: WELCOME RECEPTION 



7:15am - 8:00am: CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 
7:30am - 8:00am: GSAM ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
8:00am - 8:15am: WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS

Michael Hall, MD 
President, GSAM

8:15am - 9:45am: Keynote: “Transforming the Brain from Addiction to Recovery”

Paul H. Earley, M.D. 
Medical Director, Georgia Professionals Health Program, Inc.

Research prior to 2010 identified the mesolimbic dopaminergic system (MDS) as the core 
addiction driver. More recent research describes, with increasing clarity, how neural circuits 
and centers downwind from the MDS respond, engendering the classic cognitive, 
behavioral and emotional symptoms that characterize this condition.
This lecture will explore these effects, mapping each to specific changes patients must 
undergo to attain a sustained remission from this devastating illness. We will map each 
effect type to specific recovery skills, providing a roadmap for effective care.

9:45am – 10:30am: “Fentanyl and Highly Potent Synthetic Opioids: What to Know About 
Medical Management and Overdose Prevention and Intervention”

Kelly S. Ramsey, MD, MPH, MA, FACP, DFASAM
NYSAM President, ASAM BOD Member & Region I (NYS) Director

Fentanyl and other highly potent synthetic opioids (HPSO) are responsible for the majority 
of overdose deaths in the US. The management of opioid use disorder (OUD) and overdose 
response have become more complex in the era of HPSO. This presentation will discuss 
nascent best practices for managing OUD in the era of HPSO use and innovative 
approaches to overdose prevention and intervention in the context of polysubstance use 
and polysubstance overdose.

10:30am – 10:45am:  COFFEE BREAK
10:45am – 11:30am: “Prevention, Evaluation and Treatment of Opioid Use Disorder in 
Youth”   

Stephen M. Taylor, MD, MPH, DFAPA, DFASAM 
  Chief Medical Officer, Pathway Healthcare Services, LLC

This presentation will review what is known about the prevention, evaluation and treatment 
of adolescents with substance use disorder. It will include a discussion of evidence-based 
prevention interventions, and then review risk factors and warning signs of adolescent SUD. 
There will also be a review of evidence based psychosocial, behavioral and 
pharmacotherapeutic treatment approaches to adolescents with SUD, including a review of 
NIDA’s long established (but surprisingly little known) Principles of Drug Adolescent 
Addiction Treatment. 
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11:30am –12:15pm: “Opponent Process and Opioid-induced hyperalgesia (OIH)”

Brent Boyett DMD, DO, DFASAM
 Addictionologist, North Mississippi Neuroscience Institute

Opioid-induced hyperalgesia (OIH) is defined as a state of nociceptive sensitization 
caused by exposure to opioids. The condition is characterized by a paradoxical response 
whereby a patient receiving opioids for the treatment of pain could actually become more 
sensitive to certain painful stimuli. We will be looking at the role of the physician and 
showing that while treating pain, we may actually be making it worse. We will consider 
the importance of the bio-psycho-social approach rather than depending entirely on 
pharmacological management.

12:15pm - 1:15pm: Networking Luncheon
1:15pm - 1:45pm: Student Poster Presentations
1:45am –2:30pm: “Gas Station Pharmacology: Commonly Used Drugs in the Gray 
Zone of Legality and Safety”

J. Luke Engeriser, MD, DFAPA, DFASAM
Deputy Chief Medical Officer, AltaPointe Health

There are numerous substances sold in gas stations a nd convenience stores that are 
commonly used by our patients.  These drugs have varying clinical risks associated with use 
and have differing potentials for addiction and physiologic withdrawal.  Regulation of these 
compounds is complex with differing federal and state rules regarding sale and use

. 
2:30pm – 3:30pm: Panel Discussion with Annual Conference Speakers
Moderator: Michael Hall, MD, President GSAM

The moderated Panel Discussion will further examine addiction medicine during recovery, 
patient s upport, O UD i n Youth, O IH, synthetic opioids, fentanyl an d ga s station 
pharmacology. Attendees w ill be given the opportunity to engage w ith the panelists on 
these topics and ask questions related to addiction medicine more broadly.

3:30pm – 3:45pm: Student Awards & Closing Remarks

Joint Accreditation Statement: Learners are eligible for up to 10 AMA  PRA Category 1 
Credits™ (Physicians). Additionally,  Nurses, Pharmacists, PAs and other healthcare 
professionals are eligible for up to 10 CEUs. View the full  Accreditation  & Credit 
Designation Statements  here. Learners can view the Educational Goals and Objectives  for 
each session here. 

GSAM 2024 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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https://gsaminfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/GSAM-2024-Educational-Goals-and-Objectives-for-Website.pdf
https://gsaminfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/GSAM-Accreditation-Statements-Disclosures-2.docx
https://gsaminfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/GSAM-2024-Educational-Goals-and-Objectives-for-Website.pdf


HOST CITY & VENUE
GSAM 2024 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Savannah, Georgia is a coastal city best known for its southern hospitality, lively riverfront, 
and oak-lined streets. A top cultural destination in the Southeast, Savannah offers historical 
tours, unique museums, and many live music and theatre venues. 

South University is a private academic institution dedicated to providing educational 
opportunities for the intellectual, social, and professional development of a diverse and 
growing student population.  South University’s main campus, located in Savannah, offers 
undergraduate and graduate degrees in Nursing, Pharmacy, Business & Technology, 
Healthcare, Criminal Justice and Public Health.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
GSAM has secured group rates/courtesy blocks at three local hotels. Please note, 

transportation is not provided to and from South University, but Uber/Lyft is readily 
available. Parking at South University is available free-of-charge.

Courtyard Savannah Midtown is the closest to South University (~2 miles 
from campus)
Hotel Address: 6703 Abercorn Street Savannah, Georgia 31405
Rate: $171 per night, plus applicable taxes
Parking: $8 Self Park

Reserve a room.

For those who prefer to stay in Downtown Savannah, there are two hotels offering a group rate 
(~6.5 miles from campus).

Aloft Savannah Downtown Historic District
Hotel Address: 512 West Oglethorpe Avenue, Savannah, GA, 31401
Rate: $189 per night, plus applicable taxes
Parking: $35 Valet

Reserve a room. 

Fairfield Inn & Suites Savannah Downtown/Historic District
Hotel Address: 135 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Savannah, GA, 31401
Rate: $209 per night, plus applicable taxes
Parking: $35 Valet

Reserve a room. 

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1706296694636&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/saval-aloft-savannah-downtown-historic-district/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/savfd-fairfield-inn-and-suites-savannah-downtown-historic-district/overview/
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$279

Georgia Society of Addiction Medicine 

19 May 20

1,500

May

https://gsaminfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/GSAM-2024-Flagship-and-Annual-Conference-Sponsorships-2.pdf
https://gsaminfo.org/2024-sponsors/
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